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Introduction

Social m e dia w as  pre s e nte d to th e  public in 19 9 7.1

Since  th e n, th e  public s tarte d to us e  diffe re nt s ocial
m e dia s ite s  and apps  to com m unicate  w ith  e ach
oth e r. Th e  m e dical com m unity as  part of th e  ge ne ral
s ocie ty w e re  e ngaging in th e  inte rne t w orld and s ocial
m e dia. Social m e dia allow e d m e dical profe s s ionals
around th e  w orld to s h are  th e ir k now le dge , cas e s ,
e xpe rie nce s , proble m s , and s olutions .
Th e  is s ue  is  w h e n s ocial m e dia m is us e d by th e
m e dical com m unity profe s s ionals  to re ach  crim e
com m itting, patie nt privacy e xpos ing, copyrigh t
bre ak ing, and m e dical lite rature  jok ing.
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Th e  firs t is s ue , is  th e re  are  m any w e bs ite s  allow s  to
s h are  cas e s  online  lik e : ddx s h are , radiology round,
or e ve n on Te le gram  Me s s e nge r or W h ats App groups
w ith out k now ing th e  ide ntity or q ualifications  of th e
pe rs on w h o w ill give  th e  diagnos is . As  w e ll, th e  h is tory
or th e  clinical pre s e ntation of th e  patie nt m ay be  w as
m is re pre s e nte d to th e  pe rs on w h o w ill give  th e  diag-
nos is  online  w h ich  w ill le ad to w rong diagnos is . Th e y
us e  s ocial m e dia ins te ad of us ing th e  form al gove rn-
m e ntal te le radiology program s  w h ich  are  available  in
m any countrie s . Th e  te le radiology program s  are  bas e d
on s h aring th e  total m e dical h is tory of th e  patie nt by
one  click  to allow  a w e ll-k now n q ualifie d and lice ns e d
m e dical profe s s ionals  to m ak e  th e  diagnos is .
Th e  s e cond is s ue , is  th e re  are  a h uge  num be rs  of
m e dical profe s s ionals  pos ting any uniq ue  cas e s  th at
th e y s aw  in th e ir h os pital on a daily bas is  on Link e dIn
or Tw itte r or Face book  accounts . It can Je opardiz e
th e  patie nt privacy e s pe cially if th e y le ft th e  patie nt
nam e , age , ge nde r, or th e  nam e  of th e  h os pital in th e
picture . As  m e dical profe s s ional, you ne e d to tak e  a
cons e nt from  th e  patie nt w h ich  w ill pre ve nt any le gal
im plications .

Problems and Solutions

Th e re  are  four m ain is s ue s  re garding us ing s ocial
m e dia in th e  radiology fie ld and it can be  clas s ifie d
as  th e  follow ing:
� As k ing for a radiological diagnos is  online
� Pos ting cas e s  on s ocial m e dia w ith out tak ing th e
  pe rm is s ion from  th e  patie nt
� Pos ting s om e  fak e  cas e s  as  a prank  on s ocial m e dia
� Ille gal s h aring of radiology book s  and te xtbook s  on
  s ocial m e dia.
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Th e  th ird is s ue , is  th e  fak e  cas e s  from  a w e ll-k now n
w e bs ite  in th e  radiology fie ld nam e d Radiopae dia
be caus e  th e  w e bs ite  adm inis tration de cide d to pos t
a fak e  cas e  e ve ry April as  Radiopae dia’s  “April Fool’s ”.3

Th e  is s ue  is  m any pe ople  s till s h aring th os e  cas e s
as  m e dical lite rature . According to Radiopae dia th e
“Tin Man s yndrom e ” w as  s e e n 1.5 m illion tim e s  on
Face book  and th e  “Cactus  dis e as e ” w as  s e e n 5 m illion
tim e s  on Face book .3 Is  th e  m e dical lite rature  s om e -
th ing w e  s h ould jok e  about it?
Th e  final is s ue , is  th e re  are  m any s ocial m e dia groups
for ille gal s h aring of copyrigh ts  radiology book s  and
te xtbook s  w ith out tak ing a pe rm is s ion form  th e  Auth or
or th e  publis h e r w h ich  could le ad to le gal im plications
lik e  th e  copyrigh t cas e  Auth or Guild, Inc. v. Google ,
Inc. law s uit w h ich  cos t a s e ttle m e nt agre e m e nt of
$125 m illion.2

Conclusion

Practicing m e dicine  is  not lim ite d to be  ins ide  a
h os pital or clinic only, but on s ocial m e dia and any
m e dical platform . Look ing for advice  from  a k now n
q ualifie d lice ns e d colle ague  is  not an is s ue , but pos ting
a cas e  for e ve ryone  (including non-q ualifie d s ocial
m e dia us e rs ) can le ad to s pe culations , m is com m u-
nication, m is unde rs tanding and m is inte rpre tation
w h ich  w ill le ad to w rong diagnos is  e ve ntually.
Furth e rm ore , e xpos ing th e  patie nt privacy and
confide ntiality on s ocial m e dia can le ad to s e rious
le gal is s ue s  and s us pe ns ion from  practicing m e dicine
in m any countrie s . As  w e ll, ille gal s h aring of m e dical
book s  can caus e  le gal is s ue s . Finally, m is le ading
inform ation about m e dical cas e s  w ill h ave  a m e dical
im plications  on patie nts  in th e  future .
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