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PJR’s Journey: Long way to go …..

Sch olarly journals  h ave  be e n in e xis te nce  for ove r 340 ye ars  and in 1684 in England, th e  firs t m e dical
journal, Me dicina Curios a w as  publis h e d. As  w e  are  cogniz ant of th e  fact th at s e m inal obje ctive  of
re s e arch  in h e alth care  is  to im prove  care  of m ank ind but dis s e m ination of re s e arch  bas e d inform ation
h as  be e n an age -old is s ue . It w as  e arly 1600 w h e n it w as  found th at le m on juice  to be  e ffe ctive  in
pre ve nting s curvy (caus e d by de ficie ncy of vitam in C) but it took  about 200 ye ars  for Britis h  Arm
force s  to adopt th is  inte rve ntion. W e  h ave  no doubt about th e  m agnitude  of de le te rious  im pact of
s uch  de lays  upon patie nt care .
In Pak is tan, unfortunate ly w e  h ave  lim ite d num be r of m e dical journals  cate ring various  facultie s  of
m e dical s cie nce s . A good num be r of th e s e  are  re cogniz e d locally by Pak is tan Me dical and De ntal
Council (PMDC) and H igh e r Education Com m is s ion (H EC) but th os e  w h ich  are  inde xe d inte rnationally
are  countable  on finge rs . Th e  bas ic re as on of th is  dis m al s ituation is  a w e ak  re s e arch  culture  in our
te ach ing ins titute s , a le nie nt e ducation s ys te m  in our m e dical colle ge s , poor patie nts ’ data in h os pital
re cord and s carcity of prope r and s us taine d platform  to ge t publis h  th e s e  re s e arch e s .
Radiological Socie ty of Pak is tan (RSP) is  th e  only profe s s ional body of radiologis ts  in Pak is tan w ith
its  prim ary vis ion to bring th e  radiology frate rnity on a s ingle  platform . Dis s e m ination of inform ation
and provis ion of an e ffe ctive  m e dium  to publis h  local radiology re s e arch e s  w as  th e  s ole  re as on for
RSP to launch  Pak is tan Journal of Radiology (PJR) a de cade  ago. Alth ough  s tarte d as  q uarte rly
journal but in its  infancy is s ue s  w e re  not produce d re gularly and lim ite d to only one  is s ue  clos e  to
annual RSP confe re nce . H ow e ve r, s ince  2008, w e  h ave  be e n producing 4 is s ue s  pe r ye ar albe it
w ith  a tim e  lag of about 02 ye ars . PJR w e bs ite  (w w w .pak jr.com ) w as  de s igne d and all is s ue s  s ince
2008 till re ce nt one  are  available  w ith  an online  s ubm is s ion of m anus cripts  and oth e r pe rtine nt
options  w h ich  is as  good as  in any inte rnational journal.
In late  2014, w ith  s om e  ch ange s  in e ditorial te am  of PJR, w e  h ave  dis playe d ISSN (Online : ISSN
2313-7886; Print ISSN: 1607-2006) and official addre s s  of PJR office  on w e bs ite  as  pe r Unite d
State s  National Library of Me dicine  (US NLM) re q uire m e nt w ith  s om e  pe rtine nt m odifications  in
auth ors  ins tructions  as  w e ll. To cle ar back  log is s ue s  (w h ich  w as  due  to financial cons traints  and
lack  of good q uality m anus cripts ) w e  h ad re q ue s te d our re vie w e rs  to accom plis h  re q ue s te d tas k
w ith in due  cours e  to ach ie ve  th e  targe t. W e  are  e xtre m e ly grate ful to our e ditors  and re vie w e rs  (from
Pak is tan and als o from  Singapore , India, UK, Nige ria, e tc) w h o h ave  be e n s paring th e ir pre cious
tim e  to re vie w  m anus cripts  in tim e  w ith  valid s ugge s tions  and com m e nts . By th e  tim e  you w ill be
re ading th is  ne w s  ite m , w e  w ould publis h  at le as t 05 is s ue s  of PJR (Ins h a Allah ) s ince  Se pte m be r
2014. Th e  w h ole  purpos e  of th is  coh e re nt te am  w ork  is  to ge t re cognition of PJR on local and
inte rnational forum s  and w e  are  optim is tic th at w ith  e xis ting nice  and de dicate d te am  of e ditors ,
re vie w e rs , publication com m itte e  and a ve ry dynam ic w e b adm inis trator w e  w ill ach ie ve  th e s e  targe ts .
At th is  point w e  als o re q ue s t you to s e nd your m anus cripts  to PJR and w e  as s ure  you th at re vie w
proce s s  h as  be e n s h orte ne d to 3-4 w e e k s  and publication tim e  is  3 m onth s  from  tim e  of acce ptance .
De s pite  of financial cons traints , PJR h as  unanim ous ly de cide d to not im pos e  any proce s s ing or
publication ch arge s .  H e re  I w ould lik e  to inform  you th at once  PJR w ill be  inde xe d (Ins h a Allah ),
th e  re ce nt pas t is s ue s  w ill als o be  uploade d on Me dline .  W e  e xpe ct th at radiology frate rnity w ould
tak e  a s te p forw ard to provide  an im pe tus  to th e  e fforts  of PJR te am  to ach ie ve  th e s e  goals  by
s h aring th e ir m anus cripts  to YOUR PJR.

Maseeh uz Zaman

MD, MS, FCPS, FEBNM, FASNC, FRCP (Ed)
Editor PJR

PJR July - September 2013; 23(3)

Subm itte d 30 January 2015, Acce pte d 30 January 2015


