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De ar Sir,
Th e  incide nce  of conge nital rib abs e nce  is  not w e ll
undocum e nte d and s poradic cas e s  h ave  be e n
re porte d.1,2 Variations  in th e  num b e r of ribs  in
appare ntly h e alth y individuals  can range  from
s upe rnum e rary (m ore ) to s ubnum e rary (fe w e r).3,4

A 36 ye ar fe m ale  patie nt pre s e nte d w ith  th e  h is tory
of road traffic accide nt. Th e re  w as  no h is tory of
los s  of cons cious ne s s , vom iting, s e iz ure s , e ar,
nas al or th roat ble e d. Th e  patie nt w as  com plaining
of ch e s t pain. H e r ge ne ral, s ys te m ic and ne uro-
logical e xam ination w as  norm al. CT s can brain w as
norm al. H e r ch e s t x-ray s h ow e d abs e nce  of le ft
tw e lfth  rib (Fig. 1). Th e  patie nt tre ate d cons e rvative ly
for traum atic brain injury and re cove re d w e ll.

rib dys plas ia during th e  e m bryonic pe riod.6 M os t
de fe cts  of th e  ribs  involve  paras te rnal part and
involve m e nt of th e  low e r ribs  (be tw e e n 6 and 12)
is  com m one r1 and occurs  in 5% -8%  of norm al
individuals .6 De ve lopm e ntal rib abnorm alitie s  m ay
be  is olate d or occur in as s ociation w ith  oth e r con-
ge nital anom alie s .6 Abnorm al num be r of ribs  can
be  as s ociate d w ith  m any conge nital anom alie s
including tris om y 21,3,7,8 tris om y 13,9  Pie rre  Robin
s yndrom e ,10 cle idocranial dys plas ia and cam pom e lic
dys plas ia,6,11 and m ye lom e ningoce le .12 Th e  s ingle
rib abs e nce  w ith out s ignificant clinical s ym ptom
can be  m anage d cons e rvative ly, h ow e ve r, w h e n
th e re  is  abs e nce  of s e ve ral ribs  and th e re  are
clinical s ym ptom s  th an th e  condition m ay ne e d
appropriate  s urgical inte rve ntion.1 Prognos is  is
good if as s ociate d m alform ations  are  abs e nt and
th e  tre atm e nt carrie d out at an e arlie r age .1 Alth ough
s im ple  conge nital abs e nce  of rib can be  an inci-
de ntal finding on im aging,13 h ow e ve r th e  abs e nce
of rib can be  clinically s ignificant w h e n th e  s urgical
approach  is  planne d to th e  k idne y, during diagnos tic
and th e rape utic lum bar puncture s , counting of ribs
during h e art e xam inations  and drainage  of th e
th orax.1

Figure 1: X-ray ch e s t s h ow ing conge nital abs e nce  of le ft 12th  rib
(arrow )

Abs e nce  of th e  rib m ay be  a re s ult of age ne s is  of
one  of th e  pairs  or th e  12th  during e m bryological
de ve lopm e nt.5 It h as  be e n propos e d th at it m ay be
due  to ins ufficie nt local blood-s upply re s ulting in
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