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ACADEMIC RADIOLOGY IN PAKISTAN:
Th e  curre nt e ra of m ode rn m e dicine  is  th e  e ra of e vide nce  bas e d practice ; th is  e q ually applie s
to radiology be caus e  it h as  now  tre m e ndous  value  in patie nt care  in te rm s  of diagnos is  and
m anage m e nt of dis e as e .  Acade m ic radiology is  th e  prim e  s ource  of e vide nce  ge ne ration and
im plication for e vide nce  bas e d practice  in radiology be s ide  its  m ain re s pons ibility as  nouris h ing
m oth e r for future  radiologis ts . In Pak is tan acade m ic radiology alth ough  e xis t but not ve ry w e ll
de ve lope d as  it s h ould be  afte r fifty ye ars  of inde pe nde nce  from  Britain. Th is  s low  grow th  of
acade m ics  could be  re late d to fals e  paradigm  of radiology, cons ide re d m ainly as  s e rvice  providing
s pe ciality be caus e  of h igh  initial capital inve s tm e nt, incre as e d burde n of patie nts , inade q uate
infras tructure , s h ortage  of s k ille d pe rs onal, m igration of traine d radiologis ts  to outs ide  Pak is tan
for be tte r opportunitie s , non-availability of appropriate ly w e s te rn traine d acade m ic radiologis t
and lack  of s ch olarly vis ion am ongs t th e  s pe cialty le ade rs  w h o w e re  prim arily traine d as  s e rvice
provide r. Th e s e  de te rm inants  anticipate d by m us h room  grow th  of radiology ce nte rs  in las t
de cade  e q uippe d w ith  ne w e r e xpe ns ive  te ch nology w ith out te s ting or validation of adopte d
te ch niq ue s , m ach ine s , param e te rs , im aging algorith m s , protocols  and cos t-e ffe ctive  analys is
in our population.  In our country th e re  are  at le as t tw o m ajor ch alle nge s  for acade m ic radiology
de ve lopm e nt. Firs t is  th e  lack  of appropriate  re s e arch  in radiology and s e cond is  th e  low e r
financial s upport for radiologis t in acade m ic de partm e nts  as  com pare  to private  radiology practice
in te rm s  of s alary s upport. Many contributing factors  are  re s pons ible  for th e s e  tw o m ajor
ch alle nge s  including (1) s h ortage  of re s e arch  orie nte d radiologis ts  (2) lack  of bas ic e pide m iological
and re s e arch  m e th ods  training for radiologis t (3) non-re s e arch  orie nte d radiology re s ide ncy
curriculum  (4) inade q uate  de partm e ntal or ins titutional s upport (4) inade q uate  radiology re s e arch
funding opportunitie s  and (5) h uge  s alary dis cre pancy in private  and acade m ic practice .
Th e  pre vailing condition m igh t be  ch ange d in future   w ith  th e  initiative s  tak e n by colle ge  of
ph ys icians  and s urge ons  Pak is tan and h igh e r e ducation com m is s ion of Pak is tan w ith  m ore
e m ph as is  on re s e arch  in pos t graduate  curriculum  and be tte r h e alth  s e rvice  s tructure . Pak is tan
m e dical and de ntal council and radiological s ocie ty of Pak is tan can als o play an im portant role
in prom oting acade m ic radiology in our country. Firs t gras s -roots  initiative  tak e n by radiological
s ocie ty of Pak is tan by organiz ing firs t national radiology re s e arch  w ork s h op at th e  occas ion of
10th  inte rnational radiological confe re nce  Karach i to provide  participants  about bas ic k now le dge
re garding e pide m iology and bios tatis tics  re late d to radiology, plagiaris m , lite rature  s e arch
m e th ods , com m on m is tak e s  and th e ir s olutions  in CPSP s ynops is ,  ide as  and opportunitie s  in
im aging re late d s tudie s .  Th is  type  of activitie s  s h ould be  h e ld re gularly and als o at re gional
le ve ls .  H e ad of radiology de partm e nts  and h os pital h e ads  can play an im portant role  in acade m ic
radiology de ve lopm e nt th rough  be tte r s alary s tructure , h iring and re te ntion of faculty h aving
re s e arch  s k ills , ne w e r pos tgraduate  training curriculum , s ch olarly w ork ing e nvironm e nt, re gular
journal clubs  and re w arding m e ch anis m  for s ch olarly ach ie ve m e nts . Furth e r m ore  if w e  w ant
to s ave  th e  future  of radiology in Pak is tan to provide  e vide nce  bas e d and cos t-e ffe ctive  radiology
s e rvice s  to our ne e dy patie nts , th is  is  th e  righ t tim e  to tak e  initiative s  for s tre ngth e ning acade m ic
radiology in our country.
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