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Publication Turn-Around Time

In curre nt e ra, publication in a pe e r re vie w  journals  is  one  of th e  m os t im portant indicators  re fle cting

s ch olas tic activity. Th is  indicator is  als o re q uire d for profe s s ional de ve lopm e nt and care e r grow th

of auth ors  w h o are  e ith e r w ork ing or inte nd to join an acade m ic path w ay. For e ve ry auth or, e arly

publication of th e  m anus cript is  a unive rs al w is h  and turn-around tim e  from  s ubm is s ion to publication

of m anus cript varie s  am ong m e dical journals . As  a m atte r of fact, pe e r re vie w  journal w ith  h igh

im pact factors  h ave  a longe r turn-around tim e  th an an ope n acce s s  journal w h ich  h ave  publication

ch arge s .

Th e  turn-around de pe nds  upon s e ve ral factors  but m os t im portant is  th e  re s pons e  of re vie w e r’s  to

an invitation for re vie w  from  e ditor. Mos t of th e  pe e r re vie w  journals  s e nd invitation le tte rs  to at le as t

02 re vie w e rs  w ith  a re q ue s t to re s pond about th e ir w illingne s s  or not in 3-5 days . Obvious ly de cline

from  a re vie w e r re s ults  in w as te  of th e s e  days  w h ich  m igh t propagate  in cas e  of de cline  from  2nd

or 3rd re vie w e rs . Th e  s e ntine l re as ons  for de cline  from  re vie w e rs  are  e ith e r m is m atch  of m anus cript

w ith  th e ir e xpe rtis e  or th e y are  alre ady e ngage d in anoth e r m anus cript. To addre s s  th e s e  ge nuine

is s ue , it is  im pe rative  for re vie w e rs  to inform  th e  e ditor about th e ir ch anging e xpe rtis e  ove r th e  tim e

and als o e ditor to not s e nd a s e cond m anus cript to its  re vie w e r.

Pak is tan Journal of Radiology (PJR) h as  pe rform e d e xce e dingly w e ll during las t 02 ye ars . From

Octobe r-2014 till De ce m be r 2015, it h as  publis h e d 14 is s ue s  to cle ar back log and als o ach ie ve d a

m ile s tone  by is s uing a print-ah e ad is s ue . Th is  re m ark able  pe rform ance  in “fre q ue ncy and tim e

dom ains ” are  s ole ly due  to th e  ve ry s ince re  and tire le s s  contribution by its  re vie w e rs . Th e  ave rage

turn-around tim e  of a m anus cript in PJR is  4-6 w e e k s  and de lays  are  als o caus e d failure  of s om e

auth ors  to upload th e ir re vis e d m anus cripts  as  pe r re vie w e r’s  com m e nts . PJR ack now le dge s  th e

s ince re  contribution of its  value d re vie w e rs  by s e nding th e m  an ack now le dgm e nt le tte r. Th is  le tte r

is  us e d by our value d re vie w e rs  to claim  for CME cre dits . It is  als o im pe rative  for e ditor to include

m ore  re vie w e rs  in re vie w e r’s  bank  to m e e t th e  progre s s ive  influx of m anus cripts  and to m e e t

tim e line s s  of publications  of e ligible  m anus cripts  as  pe r auth or’s  de s ire s . In re cognition to th is

unpre ce de nte d pe rform ance  by PJR, it h as  be e n inde xe d by W H O-IMEME, EMBASE, EBSCO,

Euras ia, and H EC-Pak  in th e s e  02 ye ars . Obvious ly th is  is  th e  be ginning of a journe y w h ich  h as  no

lim its  and w e  are  optim is tic th at w ith  th is  coh e re nt m ove  PJR w ould cros s  m ore  m ile s tone s  ah e ad.

As  m e ntione d above  turn-around tim e  of m anus cripts  is  s ignificantly s h orte r in ope n acce s s  and

th os e  journals  w h ich  de m and ch arge s  for publication. Th is  tre nd is  ce rtainly not m atte rs  for s om e

auth ors  but dis couraging for auth ors  from  de ve loping w orld lik e  Pak is tan. Me dical journals  w ith out

financial m otive s  are  not le s s  th an a ble s s ing and s h ow  th e  de dication and s ince rity of th e  e ditorial

te am  and th e ir re vie w e rs .
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