
IATROGENIC PULMONARY EMBOLISM ON 18FDG PET/CT

179PJR April - June 2018; 28(2)PAKISTAN JOURNAL OF RADIOLOGY

Corre s ponde nce  : Dr. Mas e e h  uz  Z am an
PET/CT and Nucle ar M e dicine  Im aging Se rvice s ,
De partm e nt of Radiology, Aga K h an Unive rs ity
H os pital (AKUH ), Karach i, Pak is tan.
Em ail: m as e e h .uz z am an@ ak u.e du

CLINICAL VIGNETTE

Subm itte d 8 January 2018, Acce pte d 8 January 2018

PJR April - June 2018; 28(2): 179

A 27-ye ar-old girl, k now n cas e  of lym ph om a unde rw e nt 18FDG PET/CT for s urve illance . Scan s h ow s  s olitary
inte ns e  18FDG uptak e  in low e r lobe  of le ft lung w ith out abnorm ality on CT.  Re pe at s tudy done  ne xt day did not
de m ons trate  th at focal lung uptak e  and w as  diagnos e d as  iatroge nic pulm onary e m bolis m  (IPE). Re porting
ph ys icians  m us t be  cogniz ant of th is  uncom m on but im portant condition as  failure  to diagnos e  could re s ult in
catas troph ic cons e q ue nce s . Path oge ne s is  include  uptak e  by a pre -e xis ting inflam m atory vas cular th rom bus  or
an iatroge nic m icroe m bolis m  form e d during inje ction of th e  radiotrace r. 18FDG adm inis tration at s te ady pace
th rough  IV cannula is  advis e d to avoid IPE.
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Axial PET/CT Im age s  at T6 le ve l (a: PET; b: CT lung w indow ; c: fus e d) s h ow  focal 18FDG uptak e  w ith out concom itant m orph ological
abnorm ality in unde rlying lung on CT im age s . Re pe at s canning ne xt day (d: PET; e : CT lung w indow ; f: fus e d) re ve ale d no focal

18FDG uptak e . Findings  s trongly favor diagnos is  of iatroge nic th rom boe m bolis m  (ITE).


